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’Pnstscrlpts by Jack Post

 Was it young George Washington who threw the silver dollar

i across “the- Potomac? Could be, but thxs year the citizens of |
‘Duxbury will have the chance to throw a quarter million dollars .
from Powder Point clear to the beach, and there won't be any-
one ‘over there to pick them. up’for:us, either. In the town war-
rant for March, we can choose whether we want to rebuild the .
wooden bridgze to the beach so- that it will last five or six years
-( the maximun,. they say;) or whether we want to ante up six .
times that much for a new. “permanent” causeway- and steel
bridge combination that- might : completelv change the- ecology
of our marsh and our ba.v, and leave us too broke to do any~
thing about it.

A nice choice to be faced wlth mdeed espeeiallv when
-bury “has. to. pay for the: whole® busmess itself Whoelse mll
contribute to a structure that goes nowhere? The State? The

'Federal government? ‘This is no. educatmnal instxtuhon for
whlch big brother . and uncle will pick up the tab ‘nOW, .and pick

“your’ picket for it later. This is cash that we willqmte literal- -

- ly have to sink into the marsh, all by ou¥selves:

One other Course of action .docs ' remain for us, and it’s.one -
that we quifé ofted Purfie “with a ‘good deal of sidll. Stmple,
too. . Just. do nothing, For once, this. idea makes some sense >
-The bridge is.floating around out there in the bay pretty much -
free, with the pilings rotied dway where they have been con-.
sistently under water, attached to each’ other* by the lateral -

‘but completely free to-move.up-and -

structure of the bridge,
_down as the weight ‘of the traffic flows over the channel sec-
tion.. The thought" has. been to restrict the brldgeto four cars
at any one time, a' total that is. not much moré than an edi-
.cated guess as to how much the bridge can stand when afaﬂ-
ure just might lead to catastrophe. -

Given a severe winter storm, or a late summer hurncane, o

-the bridge could easily be blown sxdewavs or tipped over. This
happened 'once, you know, quite a few years back, when every-
thing cost less and traffic wag insignificant. ‘With-an-old donkey .
engine puffing away . all summer,
new piles, and spiked the bridge back together. Except for minor
- 'breaks ‘and a few fires, there she has stayed ever since; but
~-now. if there is a fire, our Fire- Deparlment qlute sensibly
won't risk-their equipment on the 'structure Inits present con-
dition; .and, friends, if ‘the wind is howluu. orif the cars are
. lined . up. sohd toward the mlddle of the span, youhad better
not, either.

/the town drove a series of -

. How important is an automobxle bridge. to the people:of Dux-
bury? Actually, starting -from the ‘stop ‘light at the.intersec-
tion of -St.: George and Treimont Sireets’ (Rts. 3Aandl4,i1
you..prefer. numbers,) it would take you 10 to 12 minutest:
:drive around.the north eédge of the marsh, through’ afew hun-
dred. yards. of Green.-Harbor and out- to.the Duxbury parking
;1ot at.the end of the bridge. It mighttakeaou a.lmost ‘as long
.if:you drove..carefully through Millbrook, by the- schools, ou
‘Powder Point, and over the bridge.. me, he-” o
sections of the town, eyou probably‘“ O malke’

,aeqlml time,., .:: L

b . Supposing:; =the bndge- (ere closed to ifomobi
it will have to be. if anything 'is tobedone.)ltcolﬂdstlllbe
{used as a foot bridge simply by. throwing a barrier across eact
““end. Plenw of people would not mind’ wa.lking and the- fisher-
.Then would love being able to’.waste their time mgeace. The

ten minutes make in a : whole afternoon. at the beach‘? - There
would probably be less high ﬂying trattic to bother you wher
you got there, too. it
Without . the Powder Pomt bridge, .the' beach buggres anc
the dune destroyers would be more. easxly controlled -gince
they would " all have to come in ﬂlrough the.one gate at the
north end, and this might very well spell the difference be-
‘tween a beach and no beach at all. 'Destruction of the grass
and the general erosion from the -ever. greater numberol
wheeled ‘vehicles speedmg -down and back “has reached crisis
;proportlons. Wxthout nature’s” protectwe covenng, one -violen
storm “eould break the: bamer and alter our entnre ecolog
beyoaﬂrepair. sl
- - the town votes ‘a furtber survey. at the meetmg m March
wiw‘ not close’ the ‘bridge’tc""automobiles“immediately-and take
the: year that - an- engln mg studv would require: ho $ee how

for and: paid for then. E. we find bavmgno velncular bridge
works pretty. well, we can “still_use " 6ur beach, and it stands
' - of  destrig 'lon; then we ‘can go-on from there.
Meanwhlle, we will” have saved ourselves qulte a: t'ew tax do)-
lars, and'in these days, that ain’t seaweed.







